
The Vache Baroque Festival announces
2022 programme

26 August – 4 September 2022

The Vache Baroque Festival is back for its third summer offering, having launched during the
pandemic to bring world-class Baroque music to The Chilterns AONB.

The highlight this season is Charpentier’s La descente d'Orphée aux enfers, which takes place
in the beautiful grounds of The Vache, the house previously owned by King James II.

Co-Founders Jonathan Darbourne and Betty Makharinsky comment: “When we founded the
festival in 2020, we wanted to celebrate the return of live music-making at a time when we
all needed it most. We’re extremely grateful to our trustees, our Patron James Bowman CBE
and our audience, who have helped us to grow the festival into what it is today. We’re
thrilled to offer an exciting programme of events this summer. There’s something for
everyone, no matter your musical taste or experience level. We can’t wait for you to join us!”

Highlights of Vache Baroque’s 2022 season include:
● A production of Charpentier’s La descente d'Orphée aux enfers, led by Music Director

Jonathan Darbourne and Stage Director Jeanne Pansard-Besson. Samuel Boden stars
in the title role, with Henry Waddington as Pluton, with stunning Choreography by
Ukweli Roach and dancers BirdGang Ltd (2 and 4 September).

● A platform for emerging artists to create alongside some of the industry’s leading
lights.

● A series of pop-up multi-disciplinary installations as part of each production and
event.

● An online video series championing female baroque composers (May to July).
● A celebration of Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier.

Vache Baroque is open to everyone. Local audiences are invited to attend the open dress
rehearsal and participate in a Come and Sing event which offers an introduction to singing
for all levels and abilities. The festival will also hold several series of schools workshops to



engage young people variously in singing, the science of tuning, and the art of costume
design. Their work will feature throughout the festival.

Notes to Editors

Festival Programme

Please visit https://vachebaroquefestival.com/ to explore the full festival programme.

About The Vache Baroque Festival

The Vache Baroque Festival is a fresh and forward looking organisation bringing audiences
world-class Baroque music in a stunning setting. Just a stone’s throw from London,
performances are held in the grounds of The Vache, an historic house located in the heart of
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Vache Baroque believes high-quality productions of Baroque music and drama should be
open to everyone. The festival produces vibrant events that inform, challenge and entertain
new and seasoned audiences, combining contemporary artistic disciplines in performance
and pop-up installations away from the stage beforehand. These events are a platform for
emerging artists to play, sing, dance, act, design, and create alongside some of the industry’s
leading lights.

For the inaugural Vache Baroque Festival in September 2020, Henry Purcell’s opera Dido &
Aeneas played to two sell-out audiences. With the support of its founding VBFriends, 2021
was a successful and eventful year featuring: Coffee Baroque, immersive performances of
Bach’s comic mini-opera about coffee addiction; Paradise & Pandemonium, a dramatic
rendition of Milton’s epic poetry interwoven with monumental Bach cantatas; Acis &
Galatea, an exuberant, critically-acclaimed production of Handel’s tragicomic opera;
and Purcell Reimagined, a competition for young composers and arrangers.

Vache Baroque is proud to be developing a partnership with the Lerici Festival in Italy, with
performances this Spring celebrating the stylistic resonances between English and Italian
composers of the 17th and 18th centuries.

https://vachebaroquefestival.com/

